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Lecture — Wednesday April 9 at 7pm 
in Mylor Theatre, Truro College 

The Accidental Masterpiece: Leonardo da Vinci and 
the Painting of The Last Supper   by Ross King  

Guests 
Anyone is welcome to attend our lectures, as a guest.  
You do not need to book, just turn up on the night and 
pay your £8 guest fee at the Registration Desk. 
A map of Truro College is on page 3 of this Newsletter. 
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About the Lecturer 

Dr. Ross King is the award-
winning author of books 
on Italian, French and 
Canadian art and history. 
Among his books 
are Brunelleschi’s 
Dome, Michelangelo and 
the Pope’s Ceiling, 
and Leonardo and The 
Last Supper. He is a 
member of the Leonardo 
da Vinci DNA Project, 
which seeks to 
reconstruct the artist’s 
genome, and he has compiled and edited a book of Leonardo da 
Vinci’s fables, jokes and riddles. 

The image of the Last 

Supper is as readily 

familiar, Kenneth Clark 

once wrote, as the book 

shape of Italy on a map. 

However, the history of 

how this famous mural 

came to be painted, how 

precisely Leonardo painted 

it, and who he painted it 

for, are much less well 

known.  

This illustrated lecture recounts how Leonardo received the commission  

for whose execution he had little experience and even less inclination from 

the Duke of Milan, Lodovico Sforza, and how he went about creating his 

masterpiece through an experimental new style. While the mural is 

burdened with many myths - most of which have little if any basis in fact - 

the true story of its execution is even more remarkable and interesting. 
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From the Chair …. 
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Membership Application for 2025 
It is essential that you fill in an Application Form. 

Please click here for the Application Form 
Just fill in your details on the form, then SUBMIT it to us. 

The payment options are detailed at the top of the Application 
Form, when you click on the link. 

Then just make your payment separately by BACS or cheque. 

The membership fee remains the same as last year, £60 per 
person. 

Once both your Application Form and payment have been 
processed, you will receive an email confirmation of your 2025 
membership. 

If you have any questions regarding your membership 
application then please contact: 

Lois Humphrey, Membership Secretary 

membership.astruro@gmail.com 

Dear all, 

It’s so lovely to 

see the Spring 

arrive. I’m sure 

like me you are 

enjoying the 

sunshine.  

I was delighted 

with the 

‘Antiques 

Roadshow’ 

event. Carlyon 

Bay was the perfect setting and the hotel looked after us well, the 

food was lovely. Roger Tappin kept us entertained, he is very 

knowledgeable.  Thank you to all those that came along and brought 

such fascinating items. It’s great to feel we have started the 

momentum of visits again. I hope those that didn’t come will join 

future happenings.  

Although a couple of people have expressed an interest in joining the 

committee to keep the society alive, we still need more - particularly 

with finance, IT and secretarial skills. Please let us know if you can help 

in any way. 

Sadly, I wont be at the April meeting. I was really looking forward to it.  

I will see you all after Easter!  

Karen 
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Tonight’s 
lecture 

here 

I hope you all like 

the  golden tickets 

for guests to come 

to a lecture 

without paying . 

Please take one to 

give to a friend or 

relative. 
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by Geoffrey Godden, FRSA 

Further reading after last month’s lecture by 
Jane Gardiner 

On AST Members Feedback Form, Jane’s lecture from  37 responses was rated: 

12 Outstanding,    17 Excellent,    7 Good,    1 Passable,     0 Poor  

 

by Bernard Watney  by Stanley W. Fisher 
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https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/pantomime-when-fairys-over-50-tyler-butterworth
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/empowering-people-real-voice-street-art-doug-gillen
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/english-porcelain-chelsea-worcester-bow-and-derby-jane-gardiner
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/yorkshire-textile-renaissance-ashley-gray
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/fakes-and-fortunes-or-have-i-found-constable-my-attic-sarah-cove
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/leonardo-and-last-supper-ross-king
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/mid-18th-century-english-rococo-silver-ralph-hoyle
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/entire-world-his-panel-jan-breughel-chantal-brotherton-ratcliffe
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/king-collector-art-henry-viii
https://truro.theartssociety.org/events/inflences-photography-charlie-waite
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We all had a fabulous day with Roger Tappin, Bonham’s 
auctioneer, at the Carlyon Bay Hotel.  35 started the day by setting 
out treasures and having a coffee.  There was an immediate buzz 
in the room as we looked at the amazing array of items arriving.   
Roger expertly chatted about them with stories intertwined. We 
learnt that ivory of any date can now not be sold as we looked at 

the exquisite little ivory needle cases. I learnt my Tang horse is a fake! Roger clearly loved the 3D viewer for 
early photographs. My favourite items were a beautiful hand painted material flower catalogue from 
Treseder’s nursery and a singing caged  bird just like the one that introduced the Antiques Roadshow years 
ago. Everything was interesting and different. 
We then had a delicious lunch served at tables sent with white linen. Everyone chatting happily  
clearly enjoying the occasion. What a lovely bunch! 
Thank you to all that came and brought such brilliant items. You made the day a great success. 
Let’s have another outing soon - suggestions always welcome. 

Karen 
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Storms have revealed ancient 
forests on several beaches in the 
South West. 
Mounts Bay is home to one of the largest submerged 
forests in Cornwall. At very low spring tides, sections of 
trees emerge from the sands. 
Geologists believe extensive forests extended across the 
bay in Penzance between 4,000 and 6,000 years ago. 
Having spent thousands of years below the sand, these 
trees are well preserved and would have stretched across 
the bay, inland and out to sea. 
The shifting sands have also revealed wrecks, an iron age 
settlement in Devon and wartime explosives in Devon, 
Somerset and Dorset. 

Remains of ancient forests have also been seen on 
Portreath beach, Daymer Bay in Cornwall and Bigbury Bay 
in Devon. 
Frank Howie, Cornwall Wildlife Trustee and chair of the 
county's Geo-conservation Group, said submerged forests 
were evidence of changes in Mount's Bay as the sea level 
had risen. 
He said: "The storms have revealed trunks of pine and 
oak as well as the remains of hazel thickets with well-
preserved cob nuts and acorns washed out by streams 
running across the beach. 

GWELEN 
Gwelen is an 
artwork by artist 
Emma Smith and 
residents.   
The work consists 
of a series of 
sculptures 
installed along  
the Penzance to 
Marazion coastal 
path and is 
inspired by 
Cornwall’s largest 
submerged forest. 

At each ‘seeing stick’, people can take 
a pause, sit or lean, and imagine the 
ancient , wooded bay. Each sculpture 
has been tailor made to support the 
poses and measurements of over 600 
residents who contributed drawings of 
themselves  in their ideal resting poses 
for imagining the forest. 

James has written his ‘story’, 
displayed on one of the  boards 
accompanying the installation. 

He was born in Newlyn and spent his 
childhood in and under the water of 
Mount’s Bay. Learning to dive with the 
Penzance Sub Aqua Club in the 1960s, 
he was one of the first to dive here.  
His poem is titled ‘Every Dive was a 
Mystery’. 

Tree trunks, 
probably oak or 
beech, can be 
seen at 
Chyandor, east 
of Penzance. 

(Photo by Frank 
Howie)  
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CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS 

https://truro.theartssociety.org
mailto:magazine@theartssociety.org
mailto:sue.herdman@me.com
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ARTY SNIPPETS 
In this section of the Newsletter there is room for you to send in anything  
interesting or a bit quirky that we could use, please send to  
newsletter.astruro@gmail.com, just a picture and a few words will suffice. 

The Trafalgar 
roundabout post 
box knitters strike 
again, this time 
with Bagpuss, first 
aired on TV in 
1974 

 

<<<<< 

Save your old 
magazines and 
we’ll create a 
zoo! 

 
<<<<< 
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Jack and Jill had 
made it up Lemon 

Street hill, 
in the guise of a 

couple of cheery 
scarecrows 

>>>>> 

 

Busy night at 
Stonehenge as 
they move the 

stones forward  
one hour! 

 

>>>>> 

THESE TWO ITEMS HAVE NOW 
DISAPPEARED, THOUGHT TO 

HAVE BEEN STOLEN!! 
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