
At Epiphany House, Truro Mondays 28 March – 16 May 2022 (no Class on 18 Apri and 2 May) 10.30 – 
12.30 AND On Zooom 1 April – 13 May (no lecture on 15 April)  10.30 – 12.30 

 Cost £120 for 6 weeks  -  Please pay £20 deposit in advance and rest after 4th April  
Garden Visit 19 May extra Cost 

History of Cornish Gardens, Houses and Art Collections Part 2 with Catherine Wallace  

 
Session Content   

1. 28th March 
Epiphany 
House and 
1st April on 
Zoom 

St. Michael’s Mount  NT(Marazion) , Clowance  (Crowan) and  Pencarrow (Bodmin). 
In this first lecture we look at the history of the internationally renowned St. Michael’s Mount, its buildings and 
contents as well the terraced and walled gardens that date back to medieval times. We trace the history of 
the St. Aubyn family from Clowance to St. Michael’s Mount. The second half of the lecture includes 
Pencarrow, near Bodmin, home to the Molesworth-St. Aubyn family. It features a fine Palladian style 
Georgian house including paintings by Joshua Reynolds and unusual artefacts. This is surrounded by large 
gardens featuring an Italianate fountain, grotto, palm house, ice house and a lake, as well as encompassing 
an Ancient British encampment. 

2. 4th April 
Epiphany 
House  
8h April on 
Zoom  

Trewidden, (Penzance) and Trengwainton NT (Madron.) 
These two gardens were developed by members of the Bolitho family in the mid 19th century just outside 
Penzance. Trewidden being originally an open cast mine is now a renowned garden with nationally 
recognised collections of camelias, magnolias and tree ferns. Trengwainton, now owned by the National 
Trust, was developed by Lieutenant Colonel Sir Edward Bolitho KCB CB DSO, when he inherited in 1924 
and was fortunate to be offered a share in Kingdom Ward’s plants brought back from his expedition to Assam 
and Burma (1927-28) hence the garden has a fine collection of rhododendrons as well as magnolias and 
camelias. It also has an ever changing flowering border known as the Stream garden as it is by the side of 
the stream that runs through the garden. This runs parallel to the drive which has also become a focus for 
the garden. The walled kitchen garden with its sloping beds are also a rare feature. 

3. 11th April at 
Epiphany 
House and 22nd 
April on Zoom 

 Tregrehan Gardens (Par)- The Lost Gardens of Heligan, (St. Austell) 
Described as ‘The Arboretum of Tregrehan’ in c.1914 by W.J.Bean from Kew Gardens, this hidden gem of a 
garden has been lovingly cared for and developed by members of the Carlyon family since the 16th century. 
Not only home to many of Cornwall’s ‘Champion Trees,’ Tregrehan has extensive greenhouses and a walled 
garden which rival its neighbour the Lost Gardens of Heligan. Now world famous, the restoration of the 
Heligan gardens near St. Austell in the early 1990s has set a precedent for rediscovering lost gardens 
everywhere. In spring it features its National collection of camelias, azaleas and rhododendrons. But its 
speciality largely due to an army of volunteers, is its walled gardens and glasshouses which are dedicated to 
growing fruit, vegetables and cut flowers recreating a working garden of the Victorian era. It also has a farm 
with rare breed animals and a Sub-tropical jungle valley. 

4. 25th April at 
Epiphany 
House  and  
29th April on 
Zoom  

Bonython Gardens (Near Helston ) - Lamorran Gardens (St. Mawes) 
The Bonython estate on the Lizard has been developed in recent times by Sue and Richard Nathan. 
Originally owned by the Bonython family from the 13th to 18th centuries, John Trevenen then built the 
Georgian manor house as well as the walled garden.  The Lyle family took it over and Mary Lucy Lyle ran it 
from 1921 with a policy of “no flowers or colour”. Thankfully the current owners have reversed that rule with 
more modern ideas of colour in planting along with installing thousands of trees.   
Lamorran Gardens on the Roseland Peninsula is a recent garden created by Robert and Maria Antionetta 
Dudley- Cooke who since 1982 have worked tirelessly to produce an idyllic Mediterranean terraced garden 
set into the steep hillside overlooking Falmouth bay with stunning views while paying homage to Arcadia by 
including Classical architectural features & sculpture. 

5. 6th May on 
Zoom and 9th 
May at 
Epiphany 
House 

 Barbara Hepworth Garden (St. Ives) Tremenheere Sculpture garden (Gulval) 
In 1949 when the famous modernist sculptor Barbara Hepworth purchased Trewyn in the heart of St. Ives, 
the garden was a conventional rose garden but with the help of Priaulx Rainier she developed it into a sub- 
tropical heaven full of hardy exotics which were used as a perfect backdrop for her outdoor sculpture gallery. 
Tremenheere in Gulval has developed in recent times as a similar setting for local and internationally 
renowned sculptures. With Mediterranean planting. Both gardens and art works will be discussed here. 

6. 13 th May on 
Zoom and 16th 
May Epiphany 
House  

Municipal Gardens: Gyllingdune (Falmouth), Boscawen Park, (Truro) Morrab Gardens, 
(Penzance) Land owners in the Victorian era sold or donated parcels of land to Town and City councils who 
then developed them into leisure gardens for locals and tourists. In 1838 The Rev. W J Coope created the 
Gyllingdune gardens in Falmouth, the monolithic arch, rosaries, the grottos and folly.  It was purchased by 
Falmouth Borough Council in 1905, and with the opening of Princess Pavilion in 1911 became an important 
attraction.  Boscawen Park was begun in 1864 when Lord Falmouth donated the foreshore and sold some 
land to the City Council - the park was designed by F.W.Meyer and has been developed by the Council ever 
since. Morrab Gardens in Penzance was purchased in 1888 by the Corporation to make into a pleasure 
garden and house the Penzance Library – a competition to design the garden was won by Reginald Upcher 
and many of the original plants were given by local estate owners such as the Bolithos. All of these gardens 
are open to the public free of charge. 

7.  19th May 
garden visit 

Tregrehan, Par near St. Austell 

Catherine Wallace 2022 


